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Myocarditis/Pericarditis in Canada
• Up to June 11, 2021, a total of 53 cases of myocarditis/pericarditis were 

reported to PHAC or Health Canada out of over 25 million doses 
administered in Canada. 28 cases were females aged 20-78 and the 
remaining 25 cases were males age 17-76, with symptom onset occurring
between 5 hours and 92 days.

• 40 cases received the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, 8 cases received the 
Moderna vaccine, and 4 cases COVISHIELD/AstraZeneca, and 1 was not 
specified.

• The myocarditis safety signal was seen 33 times after the first dose and 
13 times after the second dose. 7 incidents were not specified.

Vaccines and Myocarditis
Week of June 28, 2021

• The U.S. Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has confirmed 393 cases of 
myocarditis or pericarditis, with over 1200 reported cases being 
reported to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), as of 
June 21, 2021. 

• These 393 cases occurred in over 177 million Americans who received 
the Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna COVID-19 vaccines.

• Most of the cases reported to VAERS were in males age 16 years or 
older, often following the second dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna vaccine, with symptoms manifesting within several days after 
vaccination.

Myocarditis in the United States

What is Myocarditis/Pericarditis?
• Myocarditis is the inflammation of the heart muscle (myocardium), and 

pericarditis is the inflammation of the connective tissue sac (pericardium) 
surrounding the heart, in response to injury or infection.

ACIP and Vaccine Safety Technical Work Group (VaST) 
Recommendations
• Those with pericarditis prior to vaccination can receive any FDA 

authorized COVID-19 vaccine

• Those with pericarditis after the first dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine
but prior to a second dose should proceed with a second dose of mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine after resolution of symptoms

• Those with myocarditis prior to a COVID-19 vaccination can receive any 
FDA-authorized COVID-19 vaccine if their heart has recovered

• Those with myocarditis after the first dose of an mRNA COVID-19
vaccine but prior to a second dose should defer the second dose of
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine until more information is know. However, if 
their heart has recovered, they should consider proceeding with a 
second dose under certain circumstances.


